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that His Excellency was pleased to shew that he had the
power to make men—and to mar them. Duke Cesare in
teaching made use of the sense of sight. He made the peo-
ples of the Romagna see his power, see his justice, see his
everpresent indefatigable energy. What wonder then that
he was looked upon as superhuman. In the citadel of
Cesena a milder governor reigned.
Leaving Cesena on the Festival of St. Stephen, Duke
Cesare reached Pesaro on the twenty-eighth of December,
where he learned that the conspirators whom Messer
Ramiro d'Orco had betrayed, (except the Baglioni of
Perugia, and Don Giulio and Don Giovanni Orsini who
were in Rome with Cardinal Giambattista Orsini and other
prelates of their faction) were at Sinigaglia, which place
they were supposed to be besieging on the Duke's behalf;
and they sent to him to announce that they had captured
the city, but that the governor refused to surrender the
citadel save to the Generalissimo in person. Duke Cesare
sent avant couriers heralding his arrival with artillery.
At dawn on the Festival of St. Sylvester, the thirty-
first of December, he appeared before Sinigaglia. His
trusty confidant and captain Don Michelotto led the van
with two hundred lancers. Behind these Duke Cesare rode,
accompanied by three and a half thousand Italian condot-
tieri and as many foreigners. At the city-gate, Don Michel-
otto halted his cavalry on the bridge, and the infantry
defiled between their ranks, entering the city where the
forces of Don Oliverotto da Fermo were paraded. Don
Paolo and Don Francesco Orsini, Duke of Gravina, also
were present, with Don Vitellozzo Vitelli who wore an
ermine mantle and rode a mule like any cardinal. Duke
Cesare appeared to be pleased at seeing them and allowed
them to kiss his hand in the French style. The atrocious
character of these brigands already has been described.
Duke Cesare engaged them in conversation, siding with
Don Francesco Orsini and Don Vitellozo Vitelli. When

